
THE ROYAL LAW
JAMES 1:9-11, 2:1-13



REVIEW

• Salutation: - from James (the brother of Jesus) to Scattered Jewish 
Believers - James 1:2

• Power Over Trials & Temptations

• The Right Perspective for Benefiting from Trials  - James 1:2-8

• The Blessing of Persevering Under Trial - James 1:12

• The Source and Process of Temptation - James 1:13-15

• Power over Deception during Trials & Temptations – James 1:16-27
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WHAT HAPPENED TO VERSES 9-11???



Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that 
the testing of your faith produces perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature 
and complete, not lacking anything. If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to 
all without finding fault, and it will be given to you. But when you ask, you must believe and not doubt, 
because the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. That person should not 
expect to receive anything from the Lord. Such a person is double-minded and unstable in all they do.

Believers in humble circumstances ought to take 
pride in their high position. But the rich should take 
pride in their humiliation—since they will pass away 
like a wildflower. For the sun rises with scorching 
heat and withers the plant; its blossom falls and its 
beauty is destroyed. In the same way, the rich will 
fade away even while they go about their business.

Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, having stood the test, that person will receive the 
crown of life that the Lord has promised to those who love him.
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Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing 
of your faith produces perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not 
lacking anything. If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it 
will be given to you. But when you ask, you must believe and not doubt, because the one who doubts is like a wave of 
the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. That person should not expect to receive anything from the Lord. Such a person 
is double-minded and unstable in all they do.

Believers in humble circumstances ought to take pride in 
their high position. But the rich should take pride in their 
humiliation—since they will pass away like a wildflower. 
For the sun rises with scorching heat and withers the 
plant; its blossom falls and its beauty is destroyed. In the 
same way, the rich will fade away even while they go 
about their business.

Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, having stood the test, that person will receive the crown of life 
that the Lord has promised to those who love him.

Believers who are in ‘dire straights’ 
should be glad that they are
Counted worthy of such ‘trials’ 
– don’t compare yourselves (your trials) 
to those who are living ‘high on the 
hog’ (seemingly have no trials)
– for they will suffer the same fate as 

everyone else.



JAMES CHAPTER 2

• My brothers and sisters, 
believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ must not show favoritism. 

• HERE’S AN EXAMPLE:

• Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring and fine 
clothes, and a poor man in filthy old clothes also comes in. If you show 
special attention to the man wearing fine clothes and say, “Here’s a good 
seat for you,” but say to the poor man, “You stand there” or “Sit on the 
floor by my feet,” have you not discriminated among yourselves and 

become judges with evil thoughts?
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Listen, my dear brothers and sisters: 
Has not God chosen those who are poor (destitude – spiritually poor – even in a good sense of a humble devout person) 
in the eyes of the world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he promised those who love him? 

But you have dishonored the poor. 
Is it not the rich who are exploiting you? 
Are they not the ones who are dragging you into court? 
Are they not the ones who are blaspheming the noble name of him to whom you belong?

If you really keep the Royal Law found in Scripture, 

“Love your neighbor as yourself,”
you are doing right. 

But if you show favoritism,
you sin and are convicted by the law as a lawbreaker.



Wait A Minute! 
What’s This About A ‘ROYAL LAW’?

Leviticus 19:10-19
“I am the LORD your God.
Do not steal.
Do not lie.
Do not deceive one another.
Do not swear falsely by my name and so profane the 
name of your God.
I am the LORD.

Do not defraud or rob your neighbor.
Do not hold back the wages of a hired worker 
overnight.
Do not curse the deaf or put a stumbling block in 
front of the blind, but fear your God. I am the LORD.

Do not pervert justice; 
Do not show partiality to the poor or favoritism to the 
great, but judge your neighbor fairly.
Do not go about spreading slander among your people.
Do not do anything that endangers your neighbor’s life. 
I am the LORD.
Do not hate a fellow Israelite in your heart. Rebuke your 
neighbor frankly so you will not share in their guilt.
Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against anyone 
among your people,
But love your neighbor as yourself.
I am the LORD. Keep my decrees.”



DO NOT TOUCH
DO NOT TASTE
DO NOT DO…
DO NOT
DO NOT
DO NOT
DO NOT
DO NOT
DO NOT
DO NOT
DO NOT





THE ROYAL LAW
THE LAW OF LIBERTY

JAMES 2: 8 – “If you really keep the Royal Law 
found in Scriptures, “Love your neighbor as 
yourself,”  you are doing right.”



Matthew 19:16  Matthew 22:39
[Mark 12:31, Luke 10:27, John 13:34]
Romans 13:9
Galatians 5:13



For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is 
guilty of breaking all of it. 

For he who said, “You shall not commit adultery,” also said, “You shall not 
murder.” If you do not commit adultery but do commit murder, you have 
become a lawbreaker.

Speak and act as those who are going to be judged by the law that gives 
freedom, because judgment without mercy will be shown to anyone who 
has not been merciful. Mercy triumphs over judgment.
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